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own wine. Besides her chickens there were always one or
two dogs and a couple of parrots. The lack of a child from
her beloved Niuncio may have been responsible for her
exaggerated devotion to pets and poultry.
Ignace Jan Paderewski was the acknowledged king of
pianists, and he lived in a fashion which certain people
considered to be the authentic way in which kings lived.
His friends throughout the world were men and women
famous for their beauty., importance or wealth.   His hair
was one of the sensations of the new century ; his shirts of
Japanese silk were of precious texture and his silk hats
were specially ordered from Lock's in St. James's street.
He travelled from one end of the world to the other with
his   private   secretary,  his  French tuner  and his  valet.
In America he had always his own railway coach.   Wher-
ever he stayed there would be a Steinway or an Erard piano
waiting for him in his room at the hotels ; kings, nabobs,
prime ministers and artists begged him to accept their
invitations.   He had an estate in Switzerland which had
belonged to a duchess and which the journalists called his
chateau, a ranch in Paso-Robles in California, properties
in Poland and in South America, and the reputation of
being the most generous man alive.    On the feast of his
patron Saint, St. Ignace, his friends came from all over the
world to Riond Bosson to celebrate the occasion and the
man.   The festivities were planned like those for a king's
birthday.    Guests arrived, deputations called all day long.
In the evening two hundred people would sit down to dinner,
which was served at the long tables in the illuminated
garden,  and which lasted for three hours.   Theatricals,
music by the world's leading virtuosi who had come as
guests, dances, presents for the guests, the rarest of wines.
St. Ignace's feast day was indeed a royal one.
The features that had once suggested an exotic flower

